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FIRST WORD 


WORDS TO WONDER: 
When reading really matters 
By Daniel Pinkwater 









Explore the Internet! 
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SOUfUDS 


NEED A HELPING HAM? 

An old hobby tackles today’s communications demands 
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ARTIFICIAL 

irUTELLIBEfUCE 


ARTIFICIAL ASSISTANTS: 

Can software agents find what interests you? 
By J, Blake Lambert 













? 


UUHEELS 







ELECTRONIC 

UNIVERSE 










Catch The Best Hour of Science and Technology on Television. 



Don’t Miss These Special 
Moments on Upcoming 
Episodes of Invention 
and NextStep 

March 29 From passport 
photos to police crime scenes,. 
Edwin Land's invention of 
instant photography has become 
an integral part of our lives. 

.April 5 Master glassblower 
Dale Chihuly takes the 5,000- 
year-old craft to extraordinary 
new dimensions, turning sand 
and air into art. 

April 12 What can spiders 
teach weapons designers? 

How about sticky nets that 
immobilize troops! Seethe 
future of the defense industry 
with non-lethal weapons. 

April 19 Computer 
simulation now allows for the 
development, deployment 
and testing of, new armament : 
without ever building them. 

April 26 Virtual reality 
advances take cops and robbers! 
out of the arcades. Now police 
can train for high-speed chases 
without deadly consequences. 



EXPLORE YOUR WORLD 


9-10PM ET/PT 
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SPY SAUCERS: 

Remote-controlled vehicles keep a watchful eye 
By Peggy Noonan 

















The First and Only 
Licensed Collector’s 
Model of This 25th 
Century Masterpiece 


60th Anniversary Collector’s Edition 

Before today's space heroes climbed aboard their first rocket. Buck Rogers was winning 
the battle against evil in outer space. And this was his powerful and personal weapon. 
Originally issued in 1®5. the futuristic look of the XZ-38 Disintegrator not only captured 
our imagination, its classic an deco design represented the spirit of American optimism. 


land the distinctive 


Bonus premium! 


iultural artifact ti 


ts translucent red “compression chamber. Exclusively authorized by 
frust. inheritors of the Buck Rogers legacy, this special collector’s edi 
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BREAKING AWAY FROM THE AGRARIAN SCHOOL CALENDAR: 
Can 30 more days make a difference 1 ? 

By Mary Ann Tawasha 
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WORKING DOWN UNDER: 

The Kansas City experiment in underground architecture 
By Fred Kaogcod ' 
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THE HENRIETTA MARIE: 

An underwater monument to a painful past 

By Paul Kvinta ' 











"WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN IF A CREATURE FROM 
JURASSIC PARK CAME TO NEW YORK CITY...' 

—Chicago Tribune 


DOUGLAS PRESTON and LINCOLN CHILD 

"Preston and Child's penchant for 
realistic details elevates their tale M 

far above Crichton's [Jurassic ' f P 
Park]... containing just the /$$f. 
right blend of gripping 

suspense, colorful m § 

characters, and m 

credible science." V 



"First-rate thrills and chills... "The museum...is a perfect 
(that) build to a superbly setting for primitive magic 

exciting cUmaX." -Publishers Weekly an d terror." -The Chicago Tribune 
-Wonderfully spooky-this is Thoroughly oHginal...»Udly 
a real page-turner, part Jaws. thnlter staged m the 

part Poseidon Meenture.' s s f n “* build,,l S- 

p -library Journal no room for the squeamish. 

-Hirkus Reviews 
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DISCOVERING WOMEN: 
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4 hours of digitized 


Digital soundfrach intensifies the Pg 
- -drama of gour struggle for survival^ 

<•’ Discover ancierMiilo artifacts that 
offer vital clu^o gour success. 

<•> Face natural disasters of epic 
proportions. 


rr strategic decisions defermiog 
fate of humanity 


ORDER TODAY! Call 1-800-757-7707 anytime (offer #D876) 












































GREAT MOMENT $ 1 N 



JLn an attempt to <fueH Trudy's 
10 drink from the toilet, inventor ft. 
parsley fine-tunes his latest creation 
he hopes to patent and market to 
owners across the nation. 


357 ike '■ Unbeknownst to them at 
the tiine, Plato and Aristotle initiate 
a deliberative and philosophical debate 
that would persist well into the twentieth 
^ centurv. 





SATIRE BY ERIO JAY DECETIS 






















OMNI'S 

PROJECT 

OPEN 

BOOK 




















































































A BASIC UFO SORTING 
SYSTEM WILL 
HELP YOU ASSESS A 
SIGHTING'S 
IMPORTANCE, DETER¬ 
MINING HOW 
, MUCH TIME AND 
ENERGYAND 
WHICH INSTRUMEN¬ 
TATION YOU 
WANT TO BRING 
TO BEAR 
ON THE CASE. 


i 


So the Air Force’s se 


bered, his or her sightings 
years after the fact.. From the 
offices of the Mutual UFO 
: Network in nearby See 


Sar Antonjo. Somewher^o 
my surprise, the others re- 
« ■•ic" bored their s.gniings 
as if they had happened 



the UFO stimuLS, its im 
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MAX 

Article by James Oberg • He holds patents on the Mercury spacecraft, the spade shuttle, an ingenious rocket 

FAGET: 

escape system, and other notable pieces of space hardware. He supervised development of the Apollo 

ft 

space vehicles and SkyJab. For 20 years he was director of engineering at NASA's Johnson Space Cen- 

MASTER 

ter in Houston. So why have you never heard of Max Faget? • Photographs by William Coupon 

BUILDER 


















Resolve 


The beggar was in the aims of 
London, leaning against the 
stump of a tree m fte- blighted 
fwfef witch: ted one# been 
T+ypa fork, watching the 
foreign: costpartffj- parade 
arm irt drm w#t troflaps, al 
with girls who would not haw 

and 

beor trollops ted fhefr fathers 
end sweetheart! not. perished 
in hQus@-to+!fW!@ fighting And 
perhaps toft# 'of the girls 
were not trdlqps fh@ invasion 
past, and the 


R wui u ytfui puii, unu nit? 

young hoy-p short .rnsr&awsK- 

esistance 

Fiction-by 5. N, Dyer *f Illustration by Gregory Martchess 
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fyd I tainii 

■^Awihrobt 


tie Afte(.siyifiy, swRprat 1 ^ a mopftiHgqfcsa'f uro *jnsi I® Wind-eye had 

feng §bc@ oassgd to srtm is# fe Saps af 6* tag was Mi itab teh^'toacouss to .tad 
.taf II' ft defeat # oMftued to toublo him; it w®J fe tot were present, each m@jro to# 
#ttobbai| eerfttwlf'f ft ifertem agony, <J* lansfs§: tet mos® the griger tcsicot ®i big 

















Antenna Multiplier™ 
still only $29—* 







Haverhills* 


“Desperate 32 Year Old 
Discovers Amazing Method 
For Creating Love, Luck, 
Money & Confidence” 




"Scheinfeld had it all, los 


At age 32, Scheinfeld had _ it a: 


































O'LEARY'S SHEER GUTS, CANDID DISCLOSURES, PROMISE OF MORE SWEEPING DISCLOSURES, AND HER CONCERN FOR THE 
VICTIMS OF GOVERNMENTALLY SANCTIONED MEDICAL EXPERIMENTATION, STRUCK A RESPONSIVE CHQS3. TO MANY, HER 
MESSAGE WAS TRANSFORMING: THE AMERICAN EQUIVALENT, PERHAPS, TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BERLIN WALL, A 




















Longevity Magazines Workout Videos For An Ageless Bodv 

REJUVENETICS. 




















Resolve an J Resistance 

































I its feathers. 


TERMINAL CAFE 

by ian McDonald 

Review by Andrew Wheeler 

McDonald says it will be the raising 
of the dead, as a physically perfect, 
nearly unkiilable slave workforce 
that doesn’t need to eat or sleep. 
Unfortunately, there’s no way to 
become immortal without dying; 
the treatment is fatal. And once 
you’re dead, you’re legally dead, 
with no rights at all. 

The unhappy dead revolted, 
seizing control of space in the 
Night-Freight War. Only Earth is 
ruled by the living, and the self- 
proclaimed Freedead (for whom 
every living casualty is a new 
recruit) are moving in, ready to free 
the dead of Earth. Meanwhile, five 
friends travel into St. John, the 
biggest necroville (ghetto of the 
dead) in LA for their annual get- 
together at the hip Terminal Cafe 
for the festivities of la Dia de los 
Muertos (Day of the Dead). 

You can guess the friends get 
sidetracked. McDonald’s story is 
how they survive (or don’t) the 
huge upheavals in their society. He 

fascinating information about this 
society. A bare-bones (sorry about 
the pun) description makes it sound 
like a George Romero movie—the 
dead come back to life and they 
want your job!—but it’s definitely 
SF. McDonald cares about his char¬ 
acters, and he’s chosen them care¬ 
fully so the story of five people 
over one night is the story of a 
whole society. I found it engrossing 
and thought-provoking—I don’t 
agree the rebirth of the dead will be 
the first mass use for nanotech, for 
one thing—but ft's a novel that makes 
you think about consequences and 
gives you a good time to boot. 

Terminal Cafe is available’ in 
book stores and from The Science 
Fiction Book Club on p. 37. 


have you going into battjedressed as 
- offense, of course," as he roc-ailed that 



room, and orly Hisnoeih's peremptory 



the parrot groomed 


"We are,” he remarked, “the Spartan 
army, bathing and oiling fiat they might 





them loose, but the cat was there as well, 
parrot had flown amongstthe gasbags, 

they would simply have to come along. 
Apd sefcsrt he stopped to consider it, 

naval combat at his command. 


“Set sail,” he ordered. High above, 
Najtpy called, “Hooray for BdneypgSSII 








The Best Sleep Money Can Buy! 
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CABLE TV CONVERTERS 

Save SIOO's 

• All makes and models • Years of customers 

• Quality Equipment complete satisfaction 

• Shipped within 24 hrs • Free catalog 

L&L ELECTRONICS INC. 
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correspondence ! Photos, Videos, & 
Group Tours, Single men only. Foto 
Brochure $1 [P&H], (713)896-9224 


t.LC, WORLDWIDE, INC. 




CABLE CONVERTERS 
& 

DESCRAMBLERS! 


Call For Your 
FREE Catalog Today! 

1 800 624-1150 

And say NO to un-earthly 
equipment rental fees. 


CD STORAGES 



SORICE SYSTEMS Include... 
Video, Cassette, LP, Laserdisc 
and Component Storage Units. 

► Our A300 Model shown stores 300 CD’s. 
Hardwoods: Oak,Walnut., Tealtor Cherry: 

CD's, Videos & Cassettes - all in One cabinet. 

► Adjustable Solid Brass Bookends keep Discs & 

► Cabinets can be stacked, wall mounted or left 

► Enclosed back provides dust protection. 

► Compact size: 39 l h"H x 23 l h"Wx 7‘h"D. 


f/Sf l or FREE Color Literature & Prices 

h?2 OKjKlKSZ: on our Full Line of Quality Products 

,- 432-8005 

Fax: l-JP!-067-NfS8,S 


STOP SWEAT ».;V 

6 WEEKS " 


CELLULAR BREAK THRU 

fa 

pppl'gl 





General Medical Co. Dept. OM-24 

1935 ArmacostAve. Los Angeles, CA 90025- 


Cable TV Descramblers 



ASSEMBLE-Y0UR-0WN 
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GALT, INC. 

CALL 800-487-2225 

■ "3E'"' Us 








































































































LAST WORD 


PORTLY’^ COMPLAINT: 

Finding room in America for th&not-se-average physique 


By Daniel Pinkwater 











